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Dr. John A11is<J11 
Office: Coleman 3 l 6F 
Office Hours: MWF: 10-11:00, 1-2:00 and 
by arrangement 
Office Phcne: 581-6978 
Home Phone: 348-0269 
E-mail: cfjba@eiu.edu 
Objectives: 
COMPOSITION AND LITERATURE 
ENGLISH 1002G Spring 2003 
-to promote careful, coherent, substantive writing; 
-to encourage active, thoughtful reading of world-class drama, fiction, and poetry; 
-to increase understanding of views and cultures represented in literature; 
-to sharpen critical thinking -- the analysis ofideas and evidence. 
~: During the term you will read a considerable range of drama, fiction, and poetry. 
You will write five typed essays of 600-800 words each. In addition, you will take at 
least eight pop quizzes (each with ten items for I 0 points each, plus one bonus item for 
five points). As a capstone experience, there will be a final exam requmng you to write 
two paragraphs (about 200-250 words each) and one essay (about 600 words). Here's a 
breakdown of the work that you will complete to demonstrate progress with your writing 
and reading: 
-five essays of 700-800 words each: 60% of grade 
-pop quizzes: 20% of grade 
-final examination: 20% of grade 
Grading Policy: For the essays and final, I will grade using a simple ten-point scale. That 
is, a 92% is an A-, an 87% is a B+, and so on. When I grade the essays and the final, I 
will consider content (purpose, reasoning, evidence), organization and coherence , 
grammar and mechanics, and style. You can rewrite one of your first three essays for a 
new grade. Keep in mind that an essay or a final will fail if it is radically deficient in any of 
the areas for grading I have mentioned. After all, readers are served neither by a 
technically perfect essay that is superficial and empty nor an otherwise thoughtful essay 
that is riddled with distracting errors and infelicities. I will evaluate quizzes according to 
their accuracy and completeness. 
Late Policy: You are expected to hand in your work on time and in class. You will forfeit 
five points each day for late work and five points for work placed in my mail on the due 
date. If you are enrolled in another class or engaged in any other activity that may cause 
you to miss a significant number of classes in 1002, you should not attempt to take 1002 
this term. In any case, you must provide a verifiable excuse from Health Service, a 
doctor, or a University official for an excused absence. If you have an excused absence, I 
will arrange time for you to catch up with \\Tritten work, and I will drop missed quizzes 
from your average. 
Plagiarism Policy: Plagiarism is a serious offense that constitutes intellectual theft and 
fraud. Accordingly, plagiarism will be punished in conformity with English Department 
and University procedures. Here is the English Department's statement concerning 
plagiarism: 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism --"The appropriation or imitation 
of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and representation of 
them as one's own work"-- (Random House Dictionary of the English 
Language) has the right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an 
appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignment of a grade of F for 
the assigned essay and a grade of NC for the course, and to report the incident to 
the JudiGial Aff.'airs Office. 
Electronic Writing Portfolio: If you did not submit an essay from English lOOlG or 
1099G, you should submit an essay from this class. 
Students with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability and wish to receive 
academic accommodations, please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability 
Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
1. Week of January 13 
-Introduction to Course 
-Writing Essays About Literature (7-27) 
-Introduction to Greek Drama and Sophocles' Oedipus Rex (1-6, 29-38, 69-71) 
2. Week of January 20 
-King's Day: No Classes 
-Sophocles' Oedipus Rex (72-84) 
-Oedipus Rex (84-93) 
3. Week of January 27 
-Shakepeare's Hamlet (Act I, pp.327-38) 
-Hamlet (Act II, pp. 338-48) 
-Hamlet (Act III, pp. 348-62) 
4. Week ofFebruary 3 
-Hamlet (Acts N-V, pp. 348-620 
-Class Discussion: Introductions and Plans for Essays 
-O'Neill's Desire Under the Elms (Part I, pp. 990-1001) 
5. Week ofFebruary 10 
-Desire Under the Elms (Part II, pp. 1001-8) 
-Desire Under the Elms (Part III, (pp. 1008-16); Essay I Due: Interpretation of 
Oedipus Rex or Hamlet 
-Lincoln's Day: No Classes 
6. Week ofFebruary 17 
-Introduction to Fiction; Writing About Literature (35-60) 
-Irving, "Rip Van Winkle" (79-91) 
-Poe, "The Tell-Tale Heart" (1206-09) 
7. Week ofFebruary 24 
-Hawthorne, "Young Goodman Brown" (633-42) 
-Maupassant, "The Necklace" (966-72) 
-Gilman, "The Yellow Wallpaper" (575-88); Essay II Due: Interpretation of 
Hamlet (only if you haven't written about it already) or Desire Under the 
Elms 
8. Week of March 3 
-Melville, "Bartleby, the Scrivener" (977-89) 
-"Bartleby, the Scrivener" (989-1003) 
-"Faulkner, "A Rose for Emily" (484-490) 
9. WeekofMarch 17 
-Class Discussion: Introductions and Plans for Essays 
-Kafka, "The Metamorphoses" (796-97, 803-26) 
-"Metamorphosis" (826-37) 
10. Week ofMarch 24 
-Cather, "Paul's Case" (262-77) 
-Cheever, "The Simmer" (278-87) 
-Mason; "Shiloh" (953-64); Essay ill Due: Analysis of Story 
11. Week ofMarch 31 
-Welty, "Why I Live at the P.O." (1367-77) 
-O'Connor, "A Good Man Is Hard to Find" (1142-53) 
-Walker, "Everyday Use" (1359-66) 
12. Week of April 7 
-Roth, "The Conversion of the Jews" (1228-39) 
-Silko, "Yellow Woman" (1240-48) 
-Class Discussion of Plans for Comparison!Contras Essays 
13. Week of April 14 
-Handout, Poe's "Annabel Lee" 
-Marvell, "To His Coy Mi.stress" (65-66); Essay IV Due: Comparison or 
Contrast of Two Stories 
-Browning, "My Last Duchess" (164-65), Eliot, "The Love Song ofJ. Alfred 
Prufrock" ( 405-9) 
14. Week of April 21 
-Shakespeare, "Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?" (228); Frost, "Design" 
(356); Millay, "I will put Chaos in fourteen lines" (229-30) 
-Shelley, "Ode to the West Wind" (243-44), Whitman, "A Noisless Patient Spider 
(130) 
15. Week of April 28 
-Coleridge, "Kubla Khan" (598-99), Keats, "Ode on a Grecian Um" (79-80) 
-Yeats, "The Second Coming" (652-53) and "Sailing to Byzantium (651-52) 
-Essay on Poetry Due; Student Evaluation of Instruction; Preparation for Final 
